
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

November 2016 

 

 

Dear Next President:  

 

“We are strongest when our cultures and traditions are woven into the political framework of 

our nation. For that reason, it is vital and necessary that the values, dreams and needs of Native 

American youth be understood and shared by our next President and administration.” 

 

–Payton Bordley, Skokomish Indian Tribe, Gen-I Youth Ambassador  

 

We are Generation Indigenous (Gen-I), a movement of over 5,000 Native American youth across the 

country—and growing—who took a pledge to positively impact their communities and help build a 

strong future for Indian Country. President Obama demonstrated a true commitment to Native American 

youth by launching the Gen-I initiative in 2014, a cross-sector call-to-action to focus on strengthening 

resources and improving the lives of Native youth. Gen-I focuses on our resilience and the strength of 

our cultures to help us tackle some of the serious challenges in our communities.  

 

As you organize your administration, this letter is intended to give a voice to Native youth about 

priorities that matter to them and offer recommendations for you and your cabinet. It incorporates the 

input of the 2016 White House Tribal Youth gathering, the Gen-I National Native Youth Network, and 

the First Kids 1st coalition. We hope that your administration will continue the important focus on our 

youngest first Americans by considering these priorities and recommendations. 

 

Visit with and encourage Native youth to inspire one another and share their voice in policy 

decisions by continuing the annual White House Tribal Nations Conference and Tribal Youth 

Gathering. These important meetings provide Native youth and their elected tribal officials’ 

direct connection to your administration. We encourage you to build on the progress made to 

identify and strengthen resources across the federal government that help meet the needs of 

young people in Indian Country. We also call on your administration to create a permanent 

Office of Native American Affairs at the White House to coordinate, implement, and track 

progress on key policy priorities described below. 

 

Protect our land, water, and sacred sites by directing federal agencies to properly and 

meaningfully consult with tribal governments about projects that impact our sacred sites, 

waterways, and lands. Native youth across the country are standing with the Standing Rock 

Sioux Tribe in their efforts to stop the Dakota Access Pipeline. Their struggle to protect these 

resources and sacred sites is the struggle of many tribes across the country and we call on your 

administration to support us. 

http://cnay.org/Network_Map.html
http://cnay.org/Network_Map.html
http://cnay.org/Challenge.html
http://www.ncai.org/news/articles/2015/09/22/national-native-organizations-come-together-to-release-new-native-children-s-policy-agenda-putting-first-kids-1st


 

 

Build opportunities for student success by increasing scholarship and grant opportunities for 

Native American students, and support capacity development and infrastructure for tribal schools 

and Indian education programs. Native students need more qualified and skilled teachers, culture 

based curriculum, and family involvement, which are effective and promising practices critical to 

ensuring children are able to develop to their full potential. During the 2016 White House Tribal 

Youth Gathering, one of our Gen-I Youth Ambassadors called upon the administration to 

promote more inclusive curricula in our schools so non-Native youth understand who we are and 

where we come from. 

 

Foster vibrant communities by providing tribal governments with the flexibility and resources 

they need to support the institutions that promote our success. The strength and resilience of our 

communities relies on the federal government being a strong and supportive partner in 

strengthening our local economies, reducing poverty and providing culturally-responsive 

resources. 

 

Promote healthy lifestyles by supporting our ability to grow and develop traditional and healthy 

food systems, creating safe places to play and have access to physical activities, and by 

developing culturally-grounded programs that reduce our barriers to good health. Native children 

must have the resources and support we need to develop strong self-esteem, positive self-

identity, healthy bodies, and the life skills to help us reach pathways to a successful adulthood.  

 

Foster supportive environments by focusing on the strength we draw from our cultures. One of 

the areas where culture is most important is the strength of our families. We call on your 

administration to fully support tribal child welfare systems and the goals of the Indian Child 

Welfare Act (ICWA). We thrive when we are connected to our family, our culture, and our 

community, and tribal child welfare systems are best-positioned to do this for us. 

  

 

We look forward to working with you and your administration to build a strong future together for our 

Native nations and the United States. We are proud of our cultures, our ancestors, and our resilience. We 

hope you will follow President Obama’s lead and see us as a resource in developing the policies that will 

impact our generation—Generation Indigenous.  

 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Generation Indigenous and the First Kids 1st Coalition 


