
 During the summer for the first time ever I had the chance to attend college 

classes at Columbia University. This experience was life changing, which opened 

my eyes to the real world. In Columbia I took two classes, one in the morning and 

one in the afternoon. I learned how to live on my own and manage my time. This 

was my very first time in New York City, as well, meaning I had a big culture shock. 

Also, I met so many amazing people that made an impact on my life. 

 I attended two classes a day which started at 10:00am- 12:00pm, then went 

on to my second class at 2:00pm-4:00pm. The courses I took were business, 

finance, and economics. My class was the largest class in the program with nearly 

100 students and with many different races. The class helped us prepare for a 

huge presentation at the end of the session. The presentation was about making 

our own business and how it will run within 5 years, also how much money we 

lose and make. I was grouped with four other people and our business plan was a 

party rental. Most of my group members were from New York City therefore the 

party rental shop was set in New York. In the first year we would lose money but 

as years go by, we earned the money back. Also we had an app and website 

where you can go to rent our product.  

 When I went to New York City that was the longest I ever stayed away from 

home and my family. I learned how to be responsible and manage my own time. 

For example, when I went to New York I had a tough time washing my clothes 

because that was my first time doing laundry. I learned how to wake up by myself 

and get breakfast, then attend class. Every day Columbia had a website link where 

you can go on field trips. There were some nights were I had to make a decision 

and not participate in these field trips because I had homework. Through this 

experience I learned to live on my own for the first time.  

 As a young White Mountain Apache youth who was born and raised on the 

reservation this was my first time in New York City. I was so used to my 

reservation, the mountain, and the trees. Then I went to New York where there 

were a lot of people and skyscrapers. I was shocked about how many people 

move in a very fast pace. I was also just shocked by how many people attended 

the summer program and the different races. I met many new friends from all 

over the world! One of my close friends was from Egypt and China.  



 I am very thankful and blessed to have this experience to travel and attend 

Columbia University. I would like to thank you for this amazing opportunity. This 

truly made a huge impact on my life as well as my reservation. Now the youth 

from my reservation know that they too can travel and go far with education. I set 

the example for my younger brothers also that with all the hardship we are going 

through, education is the key to success. Once again thank you from the bottom 

of my heart.  

 

Maria Walker  


