
My name is Maria Walker, and I am Apache from the Fort Apache Reservation in eastern 

Arizona. I would like to talk to you about my experiences growing up that have laid the 

foundation for why I am interested in Columbia’s summer program. 

My mother was a teenage mom, who had my brother and I before the age of 18. She dropped out 

of middle school and ended her formal education. We had a hard time growing up, yet she 

pushed us to value education and work hard in school. Even if she didn’t have time to make sure 

we had clean uniforms and buy all the supplies, she still pushed us to attend school every day. 

She wanted a bright future for us; therefore, she supported us in everything. She was at every 

sporting event cheering us on. 

Then she was diagnosed with Lupus at the age of 22. Lupus began to attack her body, making 

her weak. Because of my Mom’s illness she was in the hospital nightly, so even though I was 

still quite young, I began to take care of my brother. Then a miracle happened and she was 

blessed with my youngest brother. I knew then that I needed to step up even more, as the older 

sister. She still challenged me to continue with my education and attend school. I had a busy life 

raising my brother, doing sports, attending college classes, and just being a high school student. 

My mom didn’t want her lifestyle for us and encouraged us to have a brighter future then she 

did. As time passed my mother was beginning to get more and more sick until she finally went to 

rest. Now we are living with my elderly grandmother, and I have the responsibility to raise my 

younger brothers and continue with my education. I want to show my younger brother that no 

matter what’s going on in life you can still pursue an education. 

The main thing that helps me overcome barriers is my mother. She didn’t have much yet she put 

a roof over our head and food on our plates. As a single parent she always supported us in 

everything we did. She was a tough lady who didn’t show that she was very ill. She fought a 

tough battle and never gave up, even when she was weak and couldn’t walk. The doctors always 

told her she did not have long to live, yet she fought and fought, shocking the doctors for over 

eleven years. Knowing that my mom struggled very hard and fought through her sickness, 

encourages me that I, too, can do all things. 

There are a lot of people who are supporting me to reach my goals, such as mentors, family 

members, community leaders, and teachers. They all say I have a gift and am a strong person 

with a challenging lifestyle. There were many teachers who had an impact on my life and 

showed me that my mother had, indeed, implanted qualities in me that I could call upon; 

attributes like perseverance, the importance of hard work, and the ability to see a goal out there 

and fight through many obstacles to reach it. 

My mother, grandmother, and other family members and friends have instilled in me a great 

pride in being Native American. They have talked to me about our history, the struggles that we 

overcame, the hardships, and the prejudices and injustices that were done to us. But through this 

all, we endured, survived, and kept striving for our goals. My mom was an incredible example of 

this, and I hope that I can mirror her courage in whatever lies ahead. 

Receiving a scholarship to attend and participate in this summer program would enable me to 

continue to fulfill my mom’s vision for me of taking my education seriously, of challenging 



myself academically, and of setting high goals and standards that I can meet through hard work 

and focused dedication. From what I have read about the program, I would be given a great 

opportunity to uncover new avenues of study and to discover new things about myself and what I 

need to do to continue my pursuits. 

In conclusion, that you for considering my application. It is wonderful that you are providing 

Native American students with these opportunities, the kind of which is normally not possible 

for many of us who live in areas that are far removed from these locations. 


